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Despite the excitement around "data science," "big data," and "analytics," the ambiguity of

these terms has led to poor communication between data scientists and organizations seeking

their help. In this report, authors Harlan Harris, Sean Murphy, and Marck Vaisman examine

their survey of several hundred data science practitioners in mid-2012, when they asked

respondents how they viewed their skills, careers, and experiences with prospective employers.

The results are striking.Based on the survey data, the authors found that data scientists today

can be clustered into four subgroups, each with a different mix of skillsets. Their purpose is to

identify a new, more precise vocabulary for data science roles, teams, and career paths.This

report describes:Four data scientist clusters: Data Businesspeople, Data Creatives, Data

Developers, and Data ResearchersCases in miscommunication between data scientists and

organizations looking to hireWhy "T-shaped" data scientists have an advantage in breadth and

depth of skillsHow organizations can apply the survey results to identify, train, integrate, team

up, and promote data scientists
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Nathan Albright, “A Thougthful And Excellent Essay. This particular essay is one of pleasing

personal relevance to me, although it is unlikely that there are too many other people within my

acquaintance for whom this work would be particularly relevant. The subject matter of this

particular essay is the desire to make more precise the popular understanding of data scientist,

to add nuance to the understanding of distinct groups of people whose jobs involve the

analysis of data (this would include people like me). I am aware that this particular book may

not be interesting for a wide audience, but it is short and reads like a pleasant sort of business

novel of the kind that I read from time to time[4]. For those readers who are involved in data

analysis as part of their own work or who have an interest in the intersection of business and

mathematics, this is a good, and quick, read.The heart of this particular essay, which is a

qualitative study (for those who wish to know) is the discussion and division of the rather large

and vague buzzword “data scientist” into four distinct types of expertise: data businesspeople

(which would be my general category, those who analyze business data with an eye towards

discerning profitability in the aid of business strategy), data creatives (who are more jack-of-all-

trades who are heavily involved in writing code and creating data algorithms), data developers

(who are involved heavily in machine operations and who often come from a strong computer

science background), and data researchers (who often come from a social science background

and who are involved in the writing of academic research based on their analysis of data,



something that is also not too far out of my own areas of expertise and interest). By dividing up

a rather large and vague term into four more precise terms with a fair degree of structure and

cohesion, the authors hope to contribute to a greater precision in understanding what sorts of

people do different types of work with data. Among the more interesting qualities that the

authors uncover is that those who are best at data analysis often combine an interest and

aptitude in mathematics and/or programming with a rather broad and diverse background that

includes hard sciences as well as social sciences. This would seem to describe me rather

accurately, which provides anecdotal evidence, at least, of the soundness of the author’s

conclusions.”

CG, “I received the printed book today.. I received the printed book today. So far so good.What

threw me off was the first section titled "Learn to Solder". I didn't think data scientists needed to

know how to solder :) However, given the ever increasing and often unrealistic expectations for

a pure "Data Scientist" I thought "what the heck... I can solder." However, it appears that they

merged to topics into 1 printed book. The online table of content for Analyzing the Analyzers

shows that I have all of the pages.”

GABRIEL CAPPARELLI, “Great FREE booklet for Data Scientist newbies (or not). This book

tells you why a complete Data Scientist probably doesn't exist. With so many skill sets required,

you will get a feel under what branch you fit best if you are interested in taking the DS journey.”

Bess, “good knowledge. The book give some good ideas in the book and because it was free I

loved it. It's great for ideas”

Oscar Reyes, “interesting book. Interesting book, it talks about the Data Scientist (DS)

profession, and the writer mentions 4 different types of DS that has been used. On the book

are shown the tables and diagrams, as references, used as support of the study.The books

contains interesting and useful information.”

Cerys, “An insight into the diversity of roles and skills of data scientists. Data science is a hot

topic at the moment, especially when it comes to 'big data'. Many organisations are looking for

data scientists or data specialists to help them analyse their business data or to produce

software and tools to help them optimise their businesses. The problem is that data science

represents a broad variety of skills, technical know-how, and practitioners from a wide variety

of backgrounds. There is a lack of common terminology and understanding of the role leading

to problems communicating what data scientists do, what problems they solve, and the

requirements for business and within organisations. This book provides an insight into the

backgrounds, skills, and activities of data scientists based upon a recent survey of people

identifying themselves as data scientists. The book attempts a classification of the different

types of data scientists based upon the work they do and the skills that they bring. As well as a

diversity of skills across the participants, the depth and breath of the skills across the different

data scientist types is discussed. The book also compares the work of the authors with

surveys from other researchers. Recommendations are provided for data scientists in how they

might want to develop and pitch their skills to business when looking for new opportunities, and

how businesses might try to find data scientists appropriate skills for their particular

requirements and support their staff in those roles.The book is basically an extended academic

paper with details of the authors approach, findings, and recommendations that is an

interesting read for people who consider themselves data scientists or who are looking to bring



data scientists into their teams or businesses. The book also contains links to related material

and a questionnaire so you can identify the type of data scientist that most closely represents

your role and skill set.”

NG, “Loved the way the field was broken down. THis book was an eye-opener in how Data

Science is evolving and where we can expect it to go. As someone who is going to study for a

Masters in this subject, it was great to see this break down.”

NG, “Excellent analysis of data scientists. Really enjoyed the way the authors had dissected

the field and laid out the four kinds of Data scientists. I believe these distinctions will slowly

begin to make their presence felt as more and more Data Scientists begin to take up roles in

society.”

A. J. Wagstaff, “Insightful and well presented. Well worth reading if you are a manager working

in an organisation that employs, or is thinking of employing data scientists.”

giacomo vannucchi, “Great Books. Loved this book. A must have for any Data Analysis

Manager”

Lee Van Adel, “Interesting. For a free book it is very interesting and worth a read but it is more

of a summary or a glimpse into what would and should be a very extensive piece of work. It

does serve to be a thought provoking introduction to the subject and is worth a read if you are

new to the subject.”

David, “Todo correcto. Todo correcto”

The book by Marck Vaisman has a rating of  5 out of 3.9. 40 people have provided feedback.
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